Publication No. 76-e55

WA-22-0030
MEMORANDUM

January 28, 1976

To: Dick Cunningham
From: Roger Staniey
Subject: Coliform densities in Grays Harbor

Existing coliform bacteria data covering the Grays Harbor area is, at the
present time, insufficient in quantity to reveal any detrimental effects
arising from local sewage bypasses.

The routine monitoring data we are presently "stockpiling” via the air
flights is good enough to observe in general the concentrations existing
in Grays Harbor, but is not of sufficient quantity to determine the origin
of observed violations. In order to be better able to "point the finger"
ve would have to

a.) know where the major bypass points are,

b.) increase our present number of stations (we'd probably have to
at least double it - from 4 to 8),

c.) increase our air flight time span to inciude the winter and
early spring months when bypasses are most common.

It seems to me that the best way to find out how seriously lecal bypasses
effect inner harbor water quality would be through receiving water studies
conducted during the times that the STP's are dumping. The recent coliform
data we've accumulated from Grays Harbor does reveal violations in the
inner harbor as indicated by the summary beTow.
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